
PULPAL AND PERIRADICULAR DIAGNOSES

	Pulpal

Diagnosis
	Chief

Complaint
	History
	Radiographic

Findings
	EPT
	Thermal

Testing
	Percussion
	Palpation
	Mobility
	Other

	Normal Pulp
	None
	
	Normal PDL
	+
	Normal, NL
	
	
	
	

	Reversible

Pulpitis
	Hot &/or Cold Sensitivity
	
	Normal PDL
	+
	Exaggerated, 

NL
	
	
	
	Caries, Cracks,

Restorative Procedures, or Trauma



	Irreversible

Pulpitis
	Lingering Hot &/or Cold Sensitivity
	Spontaneous Pain
	Variable
	+
	Exaggerated, 

L
	
	
	
	

	Necrotic 

Pulp
	
	Variable
	Variable
	-
	-
	
	
	
	

	Pulpless

Tooth
	
	Previous

Pulpotomy/ Pulpectomy/

RCT
	Variable
	-
	-
	
	
	
	

	Periradicular

Diagnosis
	Chief

Complaint
	History
	Radiographic

Findings
	EPT
	Thermal

Testing
	Percussion
	Palpation
	Mobility
	Other

	Normal 

Periradicular

Tissues
	None
	
	Normal PDL
	
	
	NS


	NS


	WNL
	

	Acute

Periradicular

Periodontitis
	Discomfort

When Biting or

Chewing
	Recent

Restoration?
	Normal or

Widened PDL
	
	
	S
	S or NS
	+ / -
	Occlusal Traumatism

	Acute

Periradicular

Abscess
	Pain with

Slight to Large

Swelling
	Coronal

Microleakage?
	Normal or

Widened PDL
	-
	-
	Exquisitely

S
	S
	+ / -
	Necrotic or

Pulpless

	Chronic 

Periradicular

Periodontitis
	None
	Asymptomatic
	Radiolucency
	-
	-
	NS
	NS
	
	Necrotic or

Pulpless

	Chronic

Periradicular

Periodontitis

With Symptoms
	Spontaneous or

Discomfort

When Biting /

Chewing
	
	Radiolucency
	-
	-
	S
	S or NS
	+ / -
	Necrotic or

Pulpless

	Phoenix Abscess
	Pain with

Slight to Large

Swelling
	Coronal

Microleakage?
	Radiolucency
	-
	-
	Exquisitely

S
	S
	+ / -
	Necrotic or

Pulpless

	Chronic Suppurative Periradicular Periodontitis
	Bad Taste

or

“Gum Bump”
	
	Radiolucency
	-
	-
	NS
	NS
	WNL
	Necrotic or

Pulpless with

Sinus Tract

	Condensing 

Osteitis / Chronic Focal Sclerosing 

Osteomyelitis
	Asymptomatic
	Extensive 

Restorative 

History /Crack
	Increased

Radiodensity/

Opacity
	+ / -
	+ / -
	S or NS
	S or NS
	WNL
	

	Periapical 

Osteosclerosis / Focal 

Osteopetrosis
	Asymptomatic
	Virgin Tooth
	Increased

Radiodensity /

Opacity
	+
	+ and WNL
	NS


	NS
	WNL
	


WNL = Within Normal Limits          L = Lingering          NL = Non-lingering          S = Sensitive          NS = Non-sensitive
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